GENIUS AND CHARACTER
Here he was, a minute after the talk about
the Cittk Academica, with a mind unruffled;
to-day, as on previous occasions, the sudden
change from the practical to the platonic seemed
to invigorate him, as if he had passed out of a
room into the open air.
"No doubt the danger you speak of is real
enough/' he replied. "Daily practice can sterilise
the mind. To avoid this, a man must continually
remain in touch with the living and breathing
nature of the masses and of individuals. Then
he will keep his imaginative impetus alive, and
will escape the barrenness of bureaucracy. No-
thing can be more soul-deadening than bureau-
cracy, from which all administrations suffer. I
try to avert the evil by continually thinking
of the human side of affairs, of man with his
needs and his duties, his weakness and his
greatness."
"When you look back upon those earlier
visions of yours, a dozen years in the past, do
you find that what you have achieved is con-
formable with what you used to plan ?"
"An interesting question," he said, and pon-
dered a while before he answered. "No," he
continued, "I do not find myself in the street I
had expected to enter. But I am still the same
traveller as of old. If I am on a new road, that is
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